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intradernially a minute quantity of the serum of the supersensitive
patient (the reagin) and then, after an interval of some time has
elapsed, the particular substance concerned, an. inflammatory reaction
results at the site. Heagins have, however, not been shown to possess
any of the other properties of antibodies which have been described
above.
Super sensitiveness to articles of diet is commonly acquired in
infancy ; it is possible that, owing to the age or to a special peculiarity
of the individual, protein molecules or their derivatives pass through
the intestinal niucosa in a state so little changed that they function, as
antigens and give rise to antibodies. That the development'of anti-
bodies may be produced in this way is shown by the fact that Elniich
was able to immunise animals against ricin and abriii respectively by
feeding them with these vegetable poisons. Supersensitiveness to drugs
may in certain cases have a similar basis, compounds being formed with
tissue constituents which excite a reaction leading to supersensitive-
ness. The sulphonamide drugs seem prone to form conjugates in. this
way.
The Skwartzman phenomenon is the name applied to a curious
reaction elicited most easily in the rabbit ; if the filtrate of certain
bacterial cultures is injected intradernially arid after 24 hours a close
of either the same filtrate or of one from another bacterium is injected
intravenously, an acute reaction with necrosis and haemorrhage occurs
in the treated skin. The participation of this phenomenon in human
pathology is uncertain, but it may possibly be concerned in the
pathogenesis of some of the hsemorrhagic purpuras.